Ibrahim Mahama
As the void, vali and voli
Galleria Apalazzo is pleased to announce Ibrahim Mahama’s second solo exhibition at the gallery.
“He maketh me to lie down in green pastures. He leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth
my soul. He leadeth me in the path of righteousness for his name sake. Yea though I walk through
the valley of the shadow of death” Psalm 23
Ibrahim Mahama’s new body of work consisting of a series of drawings, collages and notes comes
from his research into the history/occupation of architecture within his practice. These gestures
propose questions of the extension of life beyond the human into archival materials from postindependence era in Ghana to Bats.
‘Vali’ means to swallow in Dabgani while ‘Voli’ means the hole but to ‘va’ also means to collect
from the earth and ‘vo’ to pull out. All towards a potential of life while exploring multiple singularities
within artistic structures.
Mahama’s focus is on the bats occupying a 1960’s brutalist abandoned building he recently
acquired and converted back into a public institution while making critical decisions to leave the
dominant life form “bats” within the space as co-habitants. This ecological gesture opens up portals
into a post human centric world addressing issues of occupation and the expansion of life. Ghosts,
exhumed soil, notes, ideas and decayed plants take the center stage within this new body of work.
Ibrahim Mahama was born in 1987 in Tamale, Ghana. He lives and works in Accra, Kumasi and Tamale. He
has just been shortlisted for the Fourth Plinth Commission in London. His work has appeared in numerous
international exhibitions including 57 Forms of Liberty, High Line, New York; Vienna Biennale for Change
2021 PLANET LOVE: Ecologies and Politics of the Living, Wien; NIRIN, 22nd Biennale of Sydney (2020);
tomorrow, there will be more of us, Stellenbosch Triennale (2020); Future Genealogies, Tales From The
Equatorial Line, 6th Lubumbashi Biennale, Democratic Republic of the Congo (2019); Parliament of Ghosts,
The Whitworth, University of Manchester (2019); Ghana Freedom, inaugural Ghana pavilion, 58th Venice
Biennale, Venice (2019); Labour of Many, Norval Foundation, Cape Town (2019); Documenta 14, Athens
and Kassel (2017); All the World’s Futures, 56th Venice Biennale, Venice (2015); Artist’s Rooms, K21,
Düsseldorf (2015); Material Effects, The Broad Art Museum, Michigan (2015); An Age of Our Own Making,
Kunsthal Charlottenborg, Copenhagen and Holbæk (2016) and Fracture, Tel Aviv Art Museum, Israel (2016).
In March 2019, Ibrahim Mahama opened the artist-run project space Savannah Centre for Contemporary Art
(SCCA) in Tamale, Ghana, followed by the opening of Red Clay in nearby Janna Kpeŋŋ in September 2020.
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